






























Mayor’s Office City Hall  
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More London 

London SE1 2AA  
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To Whom It May Concern 

Re: Titania 

I am writing in my capacity as the Mayor of London’s Night Czar in support of Titania’s 
application for a premises license. 

As Night Czar, I work with the new Chair of the Mayor’s Night Time Commission, local 
authorities, the night time industries, police, transport and other key agencies to develop 
London’s night time offer.  This crucial work brings tangible benefits for London’s 
communities and economy. 

In the capital, our vibrant and diverse night time economy and culture is recognised 
around the world, attracting domestic and international visitors. It is a key driver of the 
economic and cultural regeneration of town centres, worth £26.3bn to our economy and 
employing 700,000 people.  

At a time when London’s night time economy and culture is at risk, Titania’s contribution 
would be valuable and significant. London has lost 50% of its nightclubs over the last ten 
years. 

When it was based in Charing Cross Road, Titania was a well-established and popular 
club. The positive impact of night-time economy and culture businesses on the local 
economy is well evidenced, and I am sure that having Titania in the Holloway 
Road/Highbury & Islington area would bring positive benefits to the borough’s economy 
and culture. 

The Mayor and I also want to ensure that London is a city where minority communities 
are able to meet and socialise in a safe space, and where their heritage is protected. 
Many communities have museums to preserve their histories and educate others, like the 
Jewish Museum in Camden and the Black Cultural Archives in Brixton.  
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No such museum yet exists for the LGBT+ community whose heritage lies in largely 
informal social settings as opposed to established institutions and archives. In a year 
where homophobic hate crime in the capital has risen by 12% to over 2,000 incidents it is 
a matter of urgency that we support the capital’s remaining gay venues.  

A quarter of London’s pubs have shut over the last ten years. At the same time, research 
by University College London (UCL) shows that London’s LGBT+ nightlife spaces have 
also seen a recent intensity of closures. Particularly at risk are longstanding venues and 
those catering to minority groups, such as women. UCL’s report can be read here: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/urbanlab/docs/LGBTQI nightlife in London from 1986 to th
e_present_-_interim_findings.pdf. In light of this, I am very supportive of opportunities 
for new LGBT+ venues. 

I hope that Islington’s licensing team are able to grant Titania’s application to enable the 
introduction of a new LGBT+ venue that can act as a catalyst for the local economy and 
the wider borough. 

If my office can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

Amy Lamé 
Night Czar 

cc Cllr Flora Williamson, Chair of Licensing Committee, London Borough of Islington 



From:
To: Gareth Hughes
Subject: In support of Titania receiving its operating license.
Date: 25 May 2017 08:27:04

Hi Gareth,

As an ex- Titania regular, I am writing to provide more information & an explanation of
 what Titania means to me,  my friends & the support & socisl networks I belong to.

There is currently no safe & comfortable place for older Lesbian & Bisexual women to
 socialise freely.

The other bars in Soho which cater to women are aimed at a younger crowd, play loud
 music & dont have an environment where we can talk. Some of the men's gay (& bi &
 mwswm) venues  have womens areas but they tend to be hidden away often near toilets or
 facilities and generally less pleasant for those of us who want to have nicer venues.

It's noticeable in my own life that when I hang out with heterosexual friends we have
 wonderful venues and when I am with my gay friends the venues are less pleasant (and
 often smelly).

The easy solution would appear to be to go with gay friends to straight venues. However,
 that to can end in disaster. Men hitting on a group of women who think we are saying we
 are gay because we are brushing them off, friends from ex-marriages or family of ex-
husbands making homophobic remarks, being in a lesbian venue doesnt stop this, but it
 reduces the fear of its occurance & allows those from religious or less accepting families
 & communities to have a night  out and gain social support.

Its also a sign of the transitioning times that people my age and those from other cultures
 & countries still feel the need for safe spaces.

When I was younger, homosexuality was listed in the DSM as a mental illness. Marriage
 has only recently been legalised in the UK, but the message is still filtering through to
 families & communities. The changes that have come through recently dont erase the fear
 and memories. Women who wemt in the closet or married men, still need a place to go
 when they come out. It can take years to shake off their own self judgement & feel safe in
 public. 

Titania specifically provided a safe & comfortable place for older lesbian & bisexual
 women to meet & get social support to feel normal. It was more than just a bar, it offered
 people supporting the older lesbian community a place to meet - for singles groups, for
 black lesbian groups & for weightloss & healthy lifestyle groups.

Since its closure nothing has opened to move into this space & many women have become
 isolated or reduced to online socislising. Lonliness is an issue in our society & Tatania
 offered a good sloution to this for older lesbian & bisexual women.

I ask you to do everything you can to bring titania back. And please contact me if I can do
 more to assist.

Regards,



From:
To: Gareth Hughes
Subject: Titania Holloway
Date: 30 May 2017 19:37:38

Hi Gareth

I am a resident on Tollington Way off Holloway Road. I fully support this bars application,
 I think it would have a positive impact on the high street and is important from a diversity
 perspective. I do not think it would impact on noise.

I was unable to find the planning application online.

Kind regards



From:
To: Gareth Hughes
Subject: Support for Bar Titania
Date: 30 May 2017 20:35:00

Hi there Gareth,

I would like to add my vote of support for Bar Titania. 

Bar Titania has provided a safe, supportive and valuable space for LGBTQ+ women in
 London, and I am very keen to re-visit once the new venue has been secured.

Many thanks,

-- 
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